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International Visitor Spending in the United States: 2012

Travel and Tourism Exports Have More than 
Doubled Since 2002; Set Record in 2012

After three years of double-digit 
growth, U.S. travel and tourism 
exports reached new heights in 

2012. In fact, international visitors spent 
a record-breaking $168.1 billion experi-
encing the United 
States last year, an 
increase of $15.3 
billion (10%) when 
compared to 2012. 
On average, inter-
national visitors 
injected nearly 
$1.3 billion more a 
month into the U.S. 
economy than they 
did in 2011.

Travel receipts—purchases of travel and 
tourism-related goods and services by in-
ternational visitors traveling in the United 
States—totaled $128.6 billion for the year, 
an increase of nearly 11% when com-
pared to 2011. These goods and services 
include food, lodging, recreation, gifts, 
entertainment, local transportation in the 
United States, and other items incidental 
to foreign travel.

Passenger fare receipts—fares received 
by U.S. carriers (and U.S. vessel operators) 
from international visitors—increased 
nearly 8 percent to $39.5 billion for the 
year.

The United States 
enjoyed record-
setting travel and 
tourism-related 
exports to 15 of 
the 21 countries 
for which we’ve 
published 2012 
trade data; with 
the exception 
of Europe, inter-
national visitors 

from every single major world region—
from Africa to Asia and everywhere in-be-
tween—opened their wallets wider than 
ever and set new records for visitor spend-
ing in the United States.

““Tens of millions of tourists from all over the 
world come and visit America every year.  They 
stay in our hotels, they eat at our restaurants, 
they visit our attractions, and they help create 
jobs.”    

—President Barack Obama
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...that the U.S. travel and tour-
ism industry generates more 
than $1.4 trillion in economic 
output for the U.S. economy 
each year?

...that U.S. travel and tourism-
related industries support 
nearly 7.7 million American 
jobs?

...that total employee com-
pensation for those working 
directly in the travel and tour-
ism industry approaches $213 
billion annually?

...that the industry generated 
record-setting levels of exports 
to 8 of the top 10 countries in 
2012?

...that travel and tourism ex-
ports accounted for 27% of U.S. 
services exports and 8% of all 
U.S. exports?

...that U.S. travel and tourism 
exports have DOUBLED since 
2002?

Did You Know...?

Travel and Tourism Stats-at-a-Glance
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U.S. Travel and Tourism Trade: 2012p

International Visitor Spending (Exports) and U.S. Spending Abroad (Imports)
[Millions of U.S. Dollars]

Country / Region

Exports Imports
Balance 
of TradeTravel 

Receipts

Passenger 
Fare

Receipts

Total Travel 
& Tourism 

Receipts

2012/2011 
Change 

(%)

Travel 
Payments

Passenger 
Fare

Payments

Total Travel 
& Tourism 
Payments

2012/2011 
Change 

(%)
Total (All Countries) $128,555 $39,521 $168,076 10% $83,651 $34,443 $118,094 8% $49,982

Canada $21,431 $4,633 $26,064 9% $7,023 $583 $7,606 -1% $18,458

Europe $35,348 $11,589 $46,937 8% $24,404 $14,448 $38,852 7% $8,085
Belgium-Luxembourg $711 $348 $1,059 10% $246 $102 $348 5% $711
France $4,060 $1,259 $5,319 7% $2,709 $1,847 $4,556 8% $763
Germany $5,437 $1,565 $7,002 10% $2,928 $3,434 $6,362 12% $640
Ireland * * * * * * * * *
Italy $2,714 $1,148 $3,862 5% $3,568 $556 $4,124 5% -$262
Netherlands $1,602 $684 $2,286 10% $1,213 $793 $2,006 8% $280
Norway * * * * * * * * *
Spain * * * * * * * * *
Sweden * * * * * * * * *
Switzerland * * * * * * * * *
United Kingdom $9,764 $3,279 $13,043 9% $4,843 $4,378 $9,221 6% $3,822
Other $11,060 $3,306 $14,366 173% $8,897 $3,338 $12,235 86% $2,131

Latin America/Other 
Western Hemisphere $29,928 $11,798 $41,726 10% $26,424 $3,947 $30,371 9% $11,355

South/Central America $27,094 $10,767 $37,861 10% $20,054 $3,283 $23,337 10% $14,524
Argentina $2,097 $980 $3,077 10% $614 $77 $691 7% $2,386
Brazil $6,524 $2,799 $9,323 10% $1,138 $386 $1,524 9% $7,799
Chile * * * * * * * * *
Mexico $7,035 $3,086 $10,121 9% $9,788 $882 $10,670 15% -$549
Venezuela $2,204 $1,015 $3,219 10% $292 $71 $363 6% $2,856
Other $9,234 $2,887 $12,121 20% $8,222 $1,867 $10,089 12% $2,032

Other W. Hemisphere $2,834 $1,031 $3,865 10% $6,370 $664 $7,034 6% -$3,169
Bermuda * * * * * * * * *
Other $2,834 $1,031 $3,865 11% $6,370 $664 $7,034 10% -$3,169
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U.S. Travel & Tourism Trends: International Visitor Spending

...Continued

1 The European Union includes Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and the United Kingdom; beginning with 1995, it also 
includes Austria, Finland, and Sweden; and beginning with 2004, it also includes Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia.

2 Excludes Mexico & Canada.
(p) Preliminary.
(*) Released in October

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (March 2013).

Country / Region

Exports Imports
Balance 
of TradeTravel 

Receipts

Passenger 
Fare

Receipts

Total Travel 
& Tourism 

Receipts

2011/2010 
Change 

(%)

Travel 
Payments

Passenger 
Fare

Payments

Total Travel 
& Tourism 
Payments

2011/2010 
Change 

(%)
Africa $1,761 $703 $2,464 10% $3,627 $739 $4,366 7% -$1,902

South Africa $331 $272 $603 10% $874 $186 $1,060 7% -$457
Other $1,430 $431 $1,861 10% $2,753 $553 $3,306 7% -$1,445

Middle East $4,039 $570 $4,609 10% $3,190 $2,605 $5,795 8% -$1,186
Israel * * * * * * * * *
Saudi Arabia * * * * * * * * *
Other $4,039 $570 $4,609 204% $3,190 $2,605 $5,795 72% -$1,186

Asia and Pacific $36,048 $10,228 $46,276 12% $18,983 $12,121 $31,104 8% $15,172
Australia $4,716 $778 $5,494 11% $1,693 $969 $2,662 4% $2,832
China $6,986 $2,225 $9,211 19% $2,873 $706 $3,579 8% $5,632
Hong Kong $492 $159 $651 10% $1,182 $1,455 $2,637 5% -$1,986
India $3,418 $1,472 $4,890 11% $2,306 $259 $2,565 5% $2,325
Indonesia * * * * * * * * *
Japan $11,463 $5,131 $16,594 12% $3,637 $1,733 $5,370 8% $11,224
Korea, Republic of $4,085 $133 $4,218 11% $1,782 $2,610 $4,392 9% -$174
Malaysia * * * * * * * * *
New Zealand * * * * * * * * *
Philippines * * * * * * * * *
Singapore $698 $9 $707 11% $374 $297 $671 5% $36
Taiwan $1,233 $2 $1,235 11% $1,088 $2,001 $3,089 14% -$1,854
Thailand * * * * * * * * *
Other $2,957 $319 $3,276 252% $4,048 $2,091 $6,139 228% -$2,863

Addenda:

European Union1 $31,418 $10,256 $41,674 8% $21,725 $13,210 $34,935 7% $6,739
Overseas2 $100,089 $31,802 $131,891 10% $66,840 $32,978 $99,818 8% $32,073

U.S. Travel and Tourism Trade: 2012p

[Millions of U.S. Dollars]



Export Categories (Goods) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Goods Exports $1,163,957 $1,307,499 $1,069,733 $1,288,882 $1,497,406 $1,564,104
  Capital goods $433,019 $457,655 $391,498 $447,805 $493,233 $526,947
  Industrial supplies and materials $329,591 $405,606 $307,473 $406,015 $518,676 $519,553
  Consumer goods $145,962 $161,281 $149,455 $165,186 $174,957 $181,621
  Automotive vehicles, parts/engines $121,264 $121,451 $81,715 $111,989 $133,116 $145,995
  Foods, feeds, and beverages $84,264 $108,349 $93,908 $107,705 $126,220 $132,860
  Other Goods Exports $49,857 $53,156 $45,685 $50,183 $51,205 $57,128

U.S. Goods Exports: 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

U.S. Services Exports: 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Export Categories (Services) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Services Exports $490,604 $535,183 $509,212 $553,603 $605,961 $630,387
Travel and Tourism $122,542 $141,380 $120,290 $134,464 $152,746 $168,076
      Travel $97,355 $110,423 $94,187 $103,481 $116,115 $128,555
      Passenger Fares $25,187 $30,957 $26,103 $30,983 $36,631 $39,521
Royalties and License Fees $97,803 $102,125 $98,406 $107,165 $120,836 $121,810
Other Transportation $40,638 $44,016 $36,087 $40,817 $43,064 $43,294
Other Services Exports $211,641 $232,019 $237,348 $255,293 $270,193 $277,975

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Goods & Services Exports $1,654,561 $1,842,682 $1,578,945 $1,842,485 $2,103,367 $2,194,491
Tourism as a % of  Total Exports 7% 8% 8% 7% 7% 8%
Tourism as a % of  Total Services Exports 25% 26% 24% 24% 25% 27%

 

The Contribution of Travel and Tourism: 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)
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U.S. Travel & Tourism Trends: International Visitor Spending

(p) Preliminary.
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (March 2013).



Import Categories (Goods) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Goods Imports $1,982,843 $2,137,608 $1,575,491 $1,934,006 $2,235,819 $2,299,417
Industrial Supplies and Materials $657,466 $811,600 $478,479 $622,931 $782,120 $753,135
Capital Goods $449,117 $458,698 $374,054 $450,309 $513,368 $551,363
Consumer Goods $479,996 $486,722 $431,406 $486,507 $517,394 $519,661
Automotive Vehicles, Engines/Parts $258,497 $233,204 $159,188 $225,637 $255,222 $298,440
Food, Feeds, and Beverages $82,974 $90,439 $82,861 $92,487 $108,242 $111,088
Other Goods Imports $54,792 $56,945 $49,503 $56,135 $59,474 $65,730

U.S. Goods Imports 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

U.S. Services Imports 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Import Categories (Services) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Services Imports $368,446 $403,413 $382,608 $403,216 $427,428 $434,589
Travel and Tourism $104,808 $112,335 $99,249 $102,766 $109,760 $118,094
      Travel $77,127 $80,494 $74,132 $75,510 $78,651 $83,651
      Passenger Fares $27,681 $31,841 $25,117 $27,256 $31,109 $34,443
Royalties and License Fees $26,479 $29,623 $31,297 $33,434 $36,620 $40,037
Other Transportation $55,773 $56,696 $42,601 $51,258 $54,711 $55,170
Other Services Imports $149,848 $172,543 $174,573 $180,586 $191,973 $190,706

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Goods & Services Imports $2,351,288 $2,541,020 $1,958,099 $2,337,222 $2,663,247 $2,734,005

Tourism as a % of  Total Imports 4% 4% 5% 4% 4% 4%
Tourism as a % of Total Services Imports 28% 28% 26% 25% 26% 27%

 

The Contribution of Travel and Tourism: 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)
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(p) Preliminary.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (March 2013).



Categories (Goods) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Goods Imports ($818,886) ($830,109) ($505,758) ($645,124) ($738,413) ($735,313)
Food, Feeds, and Beverages $1,290 $17,910 $11,047 $15,218 $17,978 $21,772 
Other Goods ($4,935) ($3,789) ($3,818) ($5,952) ($8,269) ($8,602)
Capital Goods ($16,098) ($1,043) $17,444 ($2,504) ($20,135) ($24,416)
Automotive Vehicles, Engines/Parts ($137,233) ($111,753) ($77,473) ($113,648) ($122,106) ($152,445)
Industrial Supplies and Materials ($327,875) ($405,994) ($171,006) ($216,916) ($263,444) ($233,582)
Consumer Goods ($334,034) ($325,441) ($281,951) ($321,321) ($342,437) ($338,040)

Balance of Trade (Goods) 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Balance of Trade (Services) 2007-2012 (Millions of U.S. Dollars)

Categories (Services) 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012p

Total Services Imports $122,158 $131,770 $126,604 $150,387 $178,533 $195,798 
Other Services Imports $61,793 $59,476 $62,775 $74,707 $78,220 $87,269 
Royalties and License Fees $71,324 $72,502 $67,109 $73,731 $84,216 $81,773 
Travel and Tourism $17,734 $29,045 $21,041 $31,698 $42,986 $49,982 
      Travel $20,228 $29,929 $20,055 $27,971 $37,464 $44,904 
      Passenger Fares ($2,494) ($884) $986 $3,727 $5,522 $5,078 
Other Transportation ($15,135) ($12,680) ($6,514) ($10,441) ($11,647) ($11,876)
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U.S. Travel & Tourism Trends: International Visitor Spending

(p) Preliminary.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Travel and Tourism Industries from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (March 2013).



Country/Region
2011 

Receipts 
(Exports)

2012p

Receipts 
(Exports)

Change
 ($)

Change 
(%)

% of Total 
Spending

Cumulative 
% of Total

Rank 
(by Exports)

Total (All Countries) $152,746 $168,076 $15,330 10% 100% - -
Canada $23,964 $26,064 $2,100 9% 16% 16% 1
Japan $14,755 $16,594 $1,839 12% 10% 25% 2
United Kingdom $11,974 $13,043 $1,069 9% 8% 33% 3
Mexico $9,249 $10,121 $872 9% 6% 39% 4
Brazil $8,453 $9,323 $870 10% 6% 45% 5
China $7,740 $9,211 $1,471 19% 5% 50% 6
Germany $6,338 $7,002 $664 10% 4% 54% 7
Australia $4,963 $5,494 $531 11% 3% 58% 8
France $4,980 $5,319 $339 7% 3% 61% 9
India $4,418 $4,890 $472 11% 3% 64% 10

International Visitor Spending: Top 10 Markets (Millions of U.S. Dollars)
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Rank Country                                                        2012 Spending

1
Canada (+9%)                                                                                 $26.1 Billion
In 2012 visitors from Canada opened their wallets wider than ever before, injecting a record-breaking 
$26.1 billion in the U.S. economy. In fact, following the full implementation of the Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative (WHTI) in 2009, visitors from Canada have set spending records in every subsequent 
year! Travel and tourism exports account for 45% of all U.S. services exports to Canada.

2
Japan (+12%)                                                                                 $16.6 Billion
U.S. travel and tourism-related exports to Japan have been fraught with difficulties—SARS in 2003, the 
economic slowdown of 2009, and nuclear emergencies in 2011. In 1995 international visitors from Japan 
spent an estimated $17.8 billion in the United States, more than $1.2 billion more (7%) than was spent in 
2012. Travel and tourism exports account for 35% of all U.S. services exports to Japan.

3
United Kingdom (+9%)                                                                 $13.0 Billion
Devastated by the global economic slowdown, U.S. travel and tourism exports to the United Kingdom 
plummeted by nearly a third (32%) in 2009 and have been slow to recover. Indeed, annual visitor spend-
ing by U.K. residents is down nearly $3.7 billion when compared to 2008, but is once again on the rise. 
Travel and tourism exports account for 23% of all U.S. services exports to the United Kingdom.

4
Mexico (+9%)                                                                                 $10.1 Billion
In 2012 visitors from Mexico spent a record-breaking $10.1 billion in the United States, an increase of 
9% when compared to 2011 and the first time Mexico has breached the $10 billion barrier. After falling 
17% in 2009, U.S. travel and tourism exports to Mexico have risen 8%, 6%, and 9% in 2010, 2011, and 
2012, respectively. Travel and tourism exports account for 38% of all U.S. services exports to Mexico.

5
Brazil (+10%)                                                                                   $9.3 Billion
2012 marks the 9th consecutive year of double-digit growth in visitor spending and the 5th consecutive 
year of record-breaking visitor spending in the United States.  “Order and Progress”—Brazil’s motto. 
Even during the global economic slowdown of 2009, Brazil broke the previous year’s record. How’s that 
for progress? Travel and tourism exports account for 41% of all U.S. services exports to Brazil.

6
China (+19%)                                                                                   $9.2 Billion
In 2008 China wasn’t even on the Top 10 radar. Now, however, after stringing three consecutive years of 
strong double-digit growth (47%, 47%, and 19% in 2010, 2011 2012, respectively), China firmly com-
mands 6th place after spending a record-breaking $9.2 billion experiencing the United States in 2012. 
Travel and tourism exports account for 31% of all U.S. services exports to China.    

7
Germany (+10%)                                                                              $7.0 Billion
Back-to-back years of double-digit growth of U.S. travel and tourism exports to Germany pushed their 
annual spending in the United States up to an all-time record of $7 billion in 2012, an increase of 10%.
Germany maintained their 7th place ranking in 2012 after being supplanted by China in 2011 when they 
ranked 6th. Travel and tourism exports account for 28% of all U.S. services exports to Germany.

8
Australia (+11%)                                                                              $5.5 Billion
Visitors from Australia have spent record levels on U.S. travel and tourism goods and services in 8 out of 
the last 10 years, helping to propel Australia up in the rankings to our 8th largest market abroad in 2012; 
in fact, visitors from Australia spent a record-breaking $5.5 billion in 2012, an increase of 11% when 
compared to 2011. Travel and tourism exports account for 32% of all U.S. services exports to Australia.                                                                                  

9
France (+7%)                                                                                    $5.3 Billion
Despite spending more than ever before in 2012, France fell from 8th to 9th in terms of total spending in 
the United States as a result of slower growth than that of Australia (7% vs. 11%, respectively). Nonethe-
less, 2012 marks the second consecutive year in which visitors from France spent more than ever before 
in the United States. Travel and tourism exports account for 30% of all U.S. services exports to France.                                                                                       

10
India (+11%)                                                                                     $4.9 Billion
Outspending visitors from Italy by a full $1 billion secured India’s position in the top 10. However, since 
2008 India has fallen from 7th to 10th in terms to total spending in the United States, but not because they 
aren’t spending. Indeed, spending by visitors from India has exhibited double-digit growth rates in 8 of 
the last 10 years! Travel and tourism exports account for 41% of all U.S. services exports to India.
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